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Bill and earned a degree in oratory. He 
got his first start in broadcasting after 
he accepted a part-time job at radio 
station WKLX, where he became the 
station’s official announcer to broad-
cast the Big Bands from 1948 to 1949 
from Joyland Dance Casino. 

In 1950, Faulconer joined the Officers’ 
Reserve Corps, where he eventually re-
tired from the Army Reserve in 1974 
with the rank of lieutenant colonel. 

Faulconer continued his broadcasting 
career by joining the WKYT Channel 27 
news team in Lexington, where he be-
came the station’s first weatherman. 
He later transferred to Channel 36, 
where his career soared as a TV and 
weather broadcaster until 1986. There, 
he developed a reputation for having a 
melodious baritone voice with a color-
ful and entertaining style in delivering 
the daily weather forecast. 

Faulconer then became radio station 
WKQQ’s first weatherman, where he be-
came known as Fearless Frank 
Faulconer, and known for his Fearless 
Frank’s Five Day Forecasts until he 
retired in 2001. 

During Faulconer’s long and illus-
trious career, he received various 
awards both nationally and locally for 
his unique approach to weather broad-
casting. 

This year, on his 93rd birthday, June 
16 was declared Frank Faulconer Day 
by the city of Lexington, Kentucky, 
honoring his years of service on radio, 
television, and as a World War II vet-
eran. 

I am proud of Lieutenant Colonel 
Faulconer’s service to this country and 
for the many years of weather broad-
casting. He has truly helped keep mil-
lions of Americans safe both at home 
and abroad. We recognize his service to 
our country, this true patriot and in-
spiration to us all. 
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END SENSELESS GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
first, I rise to acknowledge the brave 
Houstonians’ law enforcement from 
many different jurisdictions who came 
to the aid of nine individuals who were 
shot randomly by a shooter in the last 
couple of days in Houston in a south-
west shopping center, a place where 
many go for groceries, visit small busi-
nesses, and do their daily business, 
where many people are at work. Out of 
nowhere came a shooter whose home 
was ultimately investigated, where 
many items of military apparel and a 
load of guns were there to provide fear, 
I guess, in his decision to go on a 
shooting rampage after having a calm 
dinner with his family the night before. 

This was an attorney, and our law en-
forcement are still investigating. My 
appreciation to the work and the de-
tailed work that they are doing, and as 
well my appreciation and applause for 
the resiliency of Houstonians who 
came to the aid of their neighbors. 

Then those who are recovering, I ex-
press my concern. But we will draw to-
gether and find a way to end this sense-
less violence and to begin to heal this 
Nation. 

RUSSIA IS IMPACTING AND ATTEMPTING TO 
UNDERMINE THE FABRIC OF DEMOCRACY 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise as well to make it very clear that 
we do not have to speculate as we begin 
to see unfolding the Russian hacking of 
a number of governmental entities and, 
yes, the Democratic National Com-
mittee, the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee, and many oth-
ers. 

There is no doubt that Russia is im-
pacting and attempting to undermine 
the very fabric of democracy in this 
country. Now, I believe that we should 
engage with all nations the values of 
this Nation of democracy. The rights of 
freedom, a Declaration of Independence 
that guarantees unalienable rights of 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness are wonderful values, and we 
should not be afraid to engage with 
despotic regimes who disagree with 
us—Russia being one. 

We should be alert and realize that, 
as we go into this election process, 
every well-informed citizen should be 
able to see something and say some-
thing. All of our law enforcement and 
intelligence community should be sen-
sitive to the possible destruction and 
undermining of our democratic process. 

Today it has been announced and de-
termined that Russia did have some-
thing to do with the downing of that 
flight over Ukraine. How sad for those 
families and how hurting for the people 
of Ukraine to be able to know that 
they, as a sovereign nation, in a time 
that one would be advocating for peace 
and living harmoniously with their 
neighbors—that their very large neigh-
bor, in addition to taking Crimea, 
would also be threatening their skies 
and their people. This is serious. 

The electoral political system that 
we have come to depend upon requires 
us to be diligent without ceasing that 
every vote of every American is count-
ed. However they vote, there should be 
no aftermath of a foreign entity having 
hacked into any process that would 
deny America her precious right to 
vote and the decision on those who will 
serve them and certainly the Presi-
dency of the United States. Let no can-
didate be so close to the Russian appa-
ratus that we do not follow the trail 
and investigate wherever it is nec-
essary to ensure the sanctity of that 
process. 

Let me also say that it is important, 
as this Congress begins to deal with the 
confusion of the continuing resolution, 
that it be noted that we have not ad-
dressed the question of gun violence, 
ending gun violence, closing the loop-
hole that is so important in a back-
ground check that allows people to get 
guns because they get it without the 
background check being completed; or 
in the issue of terrorism, that those 
who are on the terrorist watch list 
have random access to buying guns. 

Simple legislation that could be 
passed. I think it is crucial in America 
that we do so because the violence has 
many roots—housing, health care, pov-
erty—but certainly it has the tool, and 
that is guns. That is automatic weap-
ons like AK–47s and others more so-
phisticated. 

America has a right to the Second 
Amendment, but the people of America 
have a right to safety and the preven-
tion of gun violence in their commu-
nity. 

CONTINUING RESOLUTION 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let 

me also talk about Houston, Texas, and 
the tax day floods. It is important that 
the CR covers the floods of Houston 
and covers Baton Rouge, as well as the 
water crisis in Flint. Let us do what 
the American people ask us to come 
here for: to be an umbrella on a rainy 
day, helping people, coming to their 
aid, clean water in Flint, providing for 
the people in Greenspoint, the reim-
bursement of the city of Houston, and 
helping the people of Baton Rouge get 
on their feet. Let us help America as 
we should. 
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OBAMACARE IS FALLING APART 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, this 
has been an interesting week for many 
of my constituents in Tennessee. Over 
100,000 Tennesseeans were forced— 
100,000 Tennesseeans were forced off 
their healthcare plan. They did nothing 
wrong. It is not their fault. 

What has happened is another of the 
Affordable Care Act’s—or ObamaCare, 
as we call it—providers has said: Guess 
what. This is too expensive to offer a 
product. 

And they have exited the market-
place. 

Now, what we are seeing is exactly 
what we in Tennessee told you would 
happen with ObamaCare. 

Why? 
Because in Tennessee, we were the 

test case back in the midnineties for 
Hillary Clinton’s grand healthcare ex-
periment. HillaryCare became 
TennCare in Tennessee. 

We knew that a product that was too 
expensive to afford was not going to be 
utilized and that eventually providers 
would drop out of the marketplace, 
eventually the networks would narrow, 
and eventually individuals would have 
a very difficult time accessing health 
care. 

b 1100 
So, through no fault of their own, 

100,000 Tennesseeans who are in the 
Nashville, Memphis, and Knoxville 
areas are going to find that they have 
fewer choices in health care. They 
didn’t get to keep the doctors whom 
they wanted or liked or had. They 
didn’t get to keep the healthcare plans 
that they wanted or liked or had. Cer-
tainly, they were not saving $2,500 per 
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